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Updated 04.03.2026 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



	

 2 

This questionnaire is part of the application process of the Flagship Project Competition hosted by the Foundation De-
velopment and Climate Alliance. Participating organisations must answer questions regarding the project they are 
planning to submit for competition.  

 

Our Values 

We only accept applications for projects which are already in the implementation phase. To be considered, the project 
must be registered within the voluntary carbon marked through one or multiple standards acknowledged by the Foun-
dation and meet the quality assurance criteria. The compliance with the guidelines of the according standard is a pre-
requisite. We would also like to know which additional contributions to climate, environment and community the pro-
ject itself as well as implementing organisations offer.  

To understand and evaluate your answers most efciently, we recommend that you to consider the following guide-
lines: 

• Keep answers precise and focus on the question. Some topics will reoccur throughout the questionnaire (such 
as your contributions to the SDGs) to comprehend all aspects thereof.  

• Please start by reading the entire questionnaire, to understand how to what detail we require information for 
certain topics. 

• Within your answers, be precise on what role you, as well as your project partners play. 
• Provide documentation to support your answers.  

Please consider the “Application Documents” mentioned in the following paragraph, which must be submitted with 
the questionnaire.  

 

Important Information  

• Each applying organisation is allowed to submit one project only. An applicant may not submit a second pro-
ject, even in collaboration with another partner organisation, if an application for another project has already 
been submitted. 

• Deadline: Applications must be complete and submitted on time before the specied deadline. Late applica-
tions will not be considered. The exact deadline for submitting applications will be announced on the Founda-
tion's website. 

• Electronic submission: Documents must be submitted by email to the foundation, which will be set up spe-
cically for this purpose. Please submit the application to leuchtturm@allianz-entwicklung-klima.de.   

• Participation requires full cooperation during the multi-stage evaluation process, which includes the prepara-
tion and execution of interviews as well as an on-site visit to the project.  

 

Required Documents 

The following supporting documents must be submitted with the completed questionnaire: 

• Project documentation: Project Design Document (PDD), Monitoring- and Verication Report for the most 
recent veried monitoring period.  

https://allianz-entwicklung-klima.de/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/2512_Quality-standards_EN.pdf
https://allianz-entwicklung-klima.de/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/2512_Quality-standards_EN.pdf
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• Evidence of the achievement of at least four contributions to sustainable development in alignment with the 
Agenda 2030 (SDGs) (this may be included in the Monitoring- or Verication Report).  

• Contact details of the applying organisation (project developers, implementing organisations and certicate 
providers) for potential telephone interviews. 

• Any other supporting documents/evidence that we may request. Without adequate documents answers will 
not be considered.  

 

Additionally, we welcome you to submit evidence such as:  

• For reference, up to ve photos or one video of the project. 

• Documentation of an on-site visit.  

• A project description in form of a clear fact sheet and max. two testimonials.   

• Rating report, if the project has been rated. 
 

Explanation of the multi-stage evaluation process  

The evaluation of the submitted applications takes place in three phases:   

Phase 1 – Review of all applications: After all applications are received, they are checked by staff of the Foundation for 
completeness and if they meet eligibility requirements and that they do not meet any exclusion criteria . 

Phase 2 – Evaluation of all eligible applications: An evaluation committee assesses the answers received within Phase 
2. The aim of this evaluation step is to identify three nal projects with the highest scores, which will proceed to the 
nal round. 

Phase 3 – Evaluation of the three nal projects and selection of the winner: A jury consisting of external experts se-
lects the winning project from the nal three projects. 
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QUESTIONS PHASE 1 – ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS AND SELECTION CRITERIA 

è Answering one of the following questions with "No" will automatically lead to 
the disqualification of the project from the competition. 

General Project Criteria 

1. Are you based within the EU and develop the project with partners based within the Global South? 

	
☐	Yes	

☐	No	

	

2. Can you confirm that the project country is included on the OECD-List and does not belong to the group of 
Upper Middle Income Countries & Territories which are not LDCs? However, global partner countries of the 
Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ) are eligible to participate even if they 
belong to the category of Upper Middle Income Countries & Territories which are not LDCs. 
 

☐ Yes 

	 	

☐	No	

	
3. Has your project been verified by a standard, acknowledged by the Foundation (see accepted standards 

here)?  

☐	Yes	

	 	

☐	No	

	

4. Can you verify that your project contributes to at least four SDGs (three on top of SDG 13)? 

Documents: Project documentation / contracts, evidence of activity 

Enter the country in which your project is based in here  

Enter text here 

	

	

	

Enter the standard your project has been veried with here  

Enter text here 

	

	

https://www.oecd.org/en/topics/sub-issues/oda-eligibility-and-conditions/dac-list-of-oda-recipients.html
https://www.bmz.de/de/laender/globale-partner
https://allianz-entwicklung-klima.de/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/2412_Qualitaetsstandards.pdf
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☐	Yes	

	

☐	No	

	

5. Does your project meet the core carbon principles of ICVCM?  

☐	Yes	

	

☐	Rejection feedback has been implemented and issues have been resolved   

	

☐	No	

	

Criteria for Specic Project Types 

Please answer the following questions, if your submitted project belongs within the listed category.  

Land-based Projects 
For example: Conservation and restoration of forests, wetlands, bogs and other terrestrial ecosystems, sustainable ag-
riculture  
		

I hereby declare and conrm 

• that no one has been displaced from the project area, neither during the project period nor by project partici-
pants, 

Evidence: If applicable, supplementary documents beyond the PDD 

Please name veried contributions to at least four SDGs (three other than SDG 13) 

Enter text here 

	

	

Name methods here  

Enter text here 

	

	

Name of methods. Describe how issues were resolved and where to nd evidence thereof (e.g. in 
the PDD or other adequate documents) 

Enter text here 
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• that no stakeholders involved in displacement of others are acting within in the project, 
• that no deforestation was carried out in the project area up to 5 years prior to the start of the project in order 

to use the area for the project purpose, 
• that the local community has given its consent to the project (Free Prior Informed Consent, FPIC) 
• and that the local population has not been excluded from previous land use, without compensation or partici-

pation in the proceeds from the project. 

I conrm that all information provided is true and accurate. 

	

	

Forest Projects  
For example: Reforestation, avoiding deforestation, improved forest management 
 
Forest projects fall within the category of land-based projects and therefore must meet the criteria of land-based pro-
jects. 
	

1. Will the persistency (permanence) of the project be monitored for at least 40 years beyond the end of the 
certification? 
 

	

☐	Yes	

☐	No	

 

2. Are there measures in place to guarantee the persistency of the project during project period or to take ef-
fect if CO₂ reductions or removals are reversed at a later date (‘non-reversal protection’)? 

	

☐	Yes	

Date, Signature: 

Enter text here 

	

Evidence: Project documentation (PDD), other adequate documents 

Evidence: Project documentation (PDD), other adequate documents AND description of 
measures  
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☐	No	

Renewable Energies  
Projects generating renewable energy (centralised or decentralised), which is not categorised as household energy (see 
below) (e.g. solar- and wind energy projects) 
 

1. Has an investment analysis been conducted and confirmed that the activity is additional? * 

☐ Yes  

☐ No 

☐ The project is located within a Least Developed Country (LDC) and is off grid. 

*The only exception is if the project is off grid and located within an LDC. 

 

Household Energy 

Projects which provide energy for cooking, where the reference scenario is combustion of wood or charcoal (e.g. ef-
cient cooking stoves, domestic biogas) 

1. Does the project use a value for non-renewable biomass (fNRB) that complies with the requirements of the 
ICVCM (default 30% or MoFuSS model)? 

☐	Yes	 	

	

☐	No	

2. If charcoal is used in the reference scenario: Does the project use a ratio for converting wood to charcoal 
that complies with ICVCM requirements (max. 4:1)? 

☐	Yes	 	

Describe measures here 

Enter text here 

	

Used fNRB-Value and type of determination 

Enter text here 
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☐	No	

 

QUESTIONS PHASE 2 – PROJECT EVALUATION  

	

1. Is there an exchange with the host country regarding the project (even if this is not required by the stand-
ard)? 

 
☐ Yes  

☐ No 

 

2. How were disadvantaged groups (e.g. indigenous communities, women) involved in project planning and 
implementation, and how were their concerns taken into account? (In which phases, type of involvement) 

 
☐ Yes  

 

☐ No 

 

Used value and type of determination  

Enter text here 

	

Evidence: Written documents, informative photos (e.g. joint project visits) or other suitable evi-
dence (examples for exchange: stakeholder consultation involving the host country, formal author-
isation by the host country) 

Evidence: Adequate documents (e.g. documentation of the consultation process) 

Please describe how disadvantaged groups were involved in the various project phases.  

Enter text here 
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3. Are marginalised groups (e.g. women) given special consideration in management or along the value chain 
(e.g. in production or sales)?  

 

☐ Yes  

 

☐ No 

 

4. Long-term strategy for the project and securing the SDGs beyond the certification period 
 

a. What sustainable structures have been established that can continue to operate independently after 
certification has ended? (e.g. establishment of sustainable local production or training of skilled per-
sonnel who can work independently after the project has ended) 

 

☐ Yes 

 

☐ No 

b. Are there any additional measures beyond a) that ensure sustainability and the achievement of con-
tributions to the SDGs beyond the project's lifetime? 

 

☐ Yes 

Evidence: Adequate documents (e.g. work contracts, cooperation contracts)  

Please describe how women are given special consideration in management or along the value 
chain.  

Enter text here 

	

 

Klicken Sie hier um Text einzufügen.	

	

Evidence: contracts, reports, invoices or other adequate documents	

Please name the measures which enable the structural changes 

Enter text here 

	

	

Evidence: contracts, reports, invoices or other adequate documents	
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☐ No 

c. Which of the positive contributions to the SDGs mentioned can be guaranteed in the long term by 
the measures outlined above? (Contributions that are very unlikely to be maintained once the project 
activities have ended include, for example jobs that are dependent on the project.) 
 

 
 

5. Are revenues returned to the target group in the host country, or are revenues returned in form of free 
training courses, equipment or similar opportunities that are included in the project design? Please provide 
Information regarding benefit sharing with beneficiaries within the last verification period. 

 

 
☐ Yes 

 

☐ No  

 

6. Through the project, do you support other social or environmental measures within region that have a pos-
itive Impact on involved households, biodiversity etc., however do not directly serve the implementation of 
your project? Please name up to three measures. These measures must not be covered by certificates. 

 

Please name the measures which ensure	sustainability and long-term viability. 

Enter text here 

	

	

Please name the positive contributions  

Enter text here 

	

	

Evidence: contracts, reports, invoices or other adequate documents	

Please describe processes that go beyond general project implementation. 

Enter text here 

	

	

Evidence: Documents showing support of measures (invoices, contracts, reports, or other adequate 
documents) 
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☐ Yes 

 

☐ No  

7. Please describe how you have established particularly innovative approaches in the project. 
This includes: 

• Approaches that are primarily found in the project you are submitting and in no/few other projects of 
the same type 

• Approaches that have a particularly transformative character (in terms of their positive contribution 
to reducing emissions, fullling the 2030 Agenda and/or adapting to climate change) 

 

 

 
8. Has the project been assessed within a rating system?

 

☐ Yes 

☐ No 

Additional Criteria for Specic Project Types  

Renewable Energies 
Projects generating renewable energy (centralised or decentralised), which is not categorised as household energy (see 
below) (e.g. solar- and wind energy projects) 
 

 
9. Is the concept of "Suppressed Demand"1 used?  

☐ Yes  

	
1 A6.4-STAN-METH-006 

Specification of individual measures 

Enter text here 

	

	

	

	

Evidence: documents beyond the PDD (if applicable) 

Description of the individual approaches 

Enter text here 

	

	

	
Evidence: rating report 

	

https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/A6.4-STAN-METH-006.pdf
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If so, how is criticism of the concept handled? 

 

☐ No 

 

10. For grid-tied projects:  

How is criticism that standard values for the emission factor of the network are often being set too high 
dealt with? How is the most conservative determination possible ensured? 

 

 

Household Energy 

Projects which provide energy for cooking, where the reference scenario is combustion of wood or charcoal (e.g. ef-
cient cooking stoves, domestic biogas) 

11. How is fuel consumption of the reference scenario determined?

 

 

12. If applicable, how is the continued use of other existing cooking technologies monitored and taken into 
account?

 

 

13. How is ensured that the target group, especially women, are sufficiently informed and empowered to use 
the stoves or cookers properly and sustainably?  

 

 

Enter text here 

	

	

Enter text here 

	

	

Enter text here 

	

	

Enter text here 

	

	

Enter text here 
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14. Is the concept of "Suppressed Demand"2 used?  

☐ Yes  

If so, how is criticism of the concept handled?

 

☐ No 

 

Methane Reduction During the Decomposition of Solid Waste 
Projects where the reference scenario is the decomposition of solid organic waste in landlls (e.g. collection and use of 
landll gas, composting, biogas from solid waste (non-domestic)). 
 
 

15. What value is used for the oxidation factor of methane and how is it determined?

 

 

16. Is the type of cover and management of the landfill site of the reference scenario documented? 

 

 

17. Are there any legal regulations for landfills that affect the project implementation additionality? If so, are 
these regulations being implemented? 

	
2 A6.4-STAN-METH-006 

Enter text here 

	

	

Enter text here 

	

	

Enter text here 

	

	

https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/A6.4-STAN-METH-006.pdf
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Enter text here 

	

	

	


